Rocks and Soils
Year 3

Key Vocabulary
decay To rot or decompose
erosiow When water and wind wear
away rocks and soils.
geologist A person who- studies rocks.
permeable Allows liquid to-pass through
it. Something that does not
allow water to-pass through iy
impermeadle:
rock made up of graing that are
packed together
Mineral solid chemical substances that
occur natuwrally
fossil the remaing or impressions of o
prehistoric plant or animal
embedded in rock
magmov Liquid rock inside a volcano-
lavaw liquid rock which flows out of
a volcano (ranges from 700 to-
1200 degrees centigrade)
sediment - dead animals, planty or
pieces of rock that settles to-the
bottomv of av liquid.
Soi

Soil iy a mirture of tiny particles of rock;
dead planty and animals, air and water.
Different soily have different properties
Iypes of sold

Sandy, cay, chalk and peat.

Foawr underground the temperatwre iy so-
hot, rock melty into-av liquid (molten
rock). Whew the liquid is undergrouwnd
form igneous rock.

These rocks form under the sea. Rocks
ave brokew into- small pieces by wind
and water (evosion). They settle ay
mud, sand, mineralsy and ever
remaing of iving things. Over time
layers buidd up and the presswre tiuwng
thiy sediment into- rock

Metamorphic rocks

These ave formed under the surface of
the eawvth from the

(metamorphosis) that occury under the
intense heat and pressure (squeezing)

Fousids
Fossily are the presevved remaing or
traces of o dead organism. They provide
enwironunent have changed over time:
Fossils have been found in rocks of alls
ages; stretching back billions of years.
However, most of the species found in the
fossil recovd have died out ov become
extinct.

O Organic materials
A Topsoll

B Subsoil

———C Weathered or
decomposed rock
(Parent materlal)

R Sold rock




By the end of this unit the children will be able to:

e compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties
e describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock

® recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter




